DINOSAURS

Quick, fun warm-ups using
DINOSAURS TO DRAGONS: The Lore

and Science of Mythical Creatures
(Atheneum/Simon & Schuster, 2026)
by Elizabeth Shreeve, illustrated by Violeta Encarnacion

(All image credits in book)
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“A fascinating book that provides the

best kind of informative entertainment.”
—School Library Journal (starred review)

Original art for DINOSAURS TO DRAGONS courtesy of Violeta
Encarnacion. See book for all image credits.

EOUCATORS:

Use this packet for:

e Quick Warm-Ups: Project a slide at the start of class; have students write a brief
response in their notebooks. An easy way to spark curiosity!

e Hypothesis & Discovery: Project a slide, then have students use attached worksheet
to 1) write a hypothesis, 2) research facts in book, and 3) write their discoveries.
Note: can be an individual or group activity. See attached Answer Key for page #°s.

e Gallery Walk: Distribute printed slides around the room; have students walk around
and select a question to answer. Reconvene as a group to share responses and
review related pages of the book (Note: see attached Worksheet and Answer Key).

The anchor text:

DINOSAURS TO DRAGONS (Atheneum/Simon & Schuster, 2026) explores how fossils
and mysterious animals may have inspired legendary beasts across the globe. The ten
highly illustrated chapters feature short fictional "Let's imagine" scenes combined with
historical lore, clues from the natural world, and analytical science sections.

Available wherever books are sold.

2 A Junior Library Guild Selection (Grades 5-8 / Middle Grade Nonfiction)

FREE, multi-subject Teacher Guide with activities for language arts, history, STEM, and
visual arts available at www.elizabethshreeve.com. Produced by Generation Skeptics.
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With chapter and page references to the book e Are sea monsters real? Real-life giant squids might be

e Did dinosaur bones inspire mythical dragons? Early the closest match. EdKraken (pages 44-47)

fossil discoveries likely inspired dragon lore. * Dida giant heron give rise to the legendary phoenix?

1 Griffin (pages 6-7): and Dragon (pages 78-81) The high-flying herons of ancient Egypt may have

inspired a sacred deity and the legendary phoenix.
~JPhoenix (pages 61-64)

e Can snakes grow feathers? Not likely—and they

e Can lions fly? Lions are powerful on land but definitely
not built for flight. E]Griffin (page 8)

e Did an ancient elephant create the mythical Cyclops?

Skulls of dwarf elephants could have been interpreted wouldn’t want to! Z]Quetzalcoat! (pages 72-73)

. o s : 9y O
as one-eyed giants. []Yeti (page 21) e Are dinosaurs really “terrible lizards”? Dinosaurs were

» Were these famous footprints a hoax? Photos of so- named for Greek words meaning “terrible lizard” but

are more closely related to crocodiles and pterosaurs.
~] Dragon (page 79)

called yeti footprints in Nepal may have been a prank
pulled by a famous explorer. =] Yeti (page 23)
e Could you ever become a mermaid? To live a mermaid’s All topics explored more fully in DINOSAURS TO
life, your body would need to undergo major DRAGONS: The Lore and Science of Mythical

adaptations. - JMermaid (page 40) Creatures (Atheneum/Simon & Schuster, 2026).
Original art courtesy of Violeta Encarnacion; see

book for all image credits.



Your name:

Step 1: HYPOTHESIS. Check the box next to the question you are
answering (below). Then write a hypothesis. This is your answer
or prediction, based on what you know.

Step 2: RESEARCH. Read DINOSAURS TO DRAGONS and find the
pages that address each question.

Step 3: DISCOVERY. Write down what you discover. How do facts
in the book change your answer? Any surprises?

Did dinosaur bones inspire mythical dragons?

DISCOVERY

Can lions fly?

Did an ancient elephant create the mythical Cyclops?

Were the famous footprints a hoax?

Could YOU ever become a mermaid?

Are sea monsters REAL?

Did a giant heron give rise to the legendary phoenix?

Can snakes grow feathers?

DINOSAURS TO DRAGONS: The Lore and Science of Mythical Creatures (Atheneum/Simon & Schuster, 2026).
Are dinosaurs rea[[y “terrible lizards”? Original art courtesy of Violeta Encarnacion; see book for all image credits. www.elizabethshreeve.com
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